support the Future Earth 2025 vision. Scientists around the world are warmly invited to contribute to the discussion related to this special issue.
Although the debate as to whether we have entered a new geological epoch, the Anthropocene, is still going on, there is no denying the fact that human influences are altering the Earth's systems in ways that threaten well-being and development. The birth of Future Earth will contribute to people being able to thrive in a sustainable and prosperous world. At this historic moment, the Digital Earth community is committed to advancing Digital Earth science and technology to meet the challenges of the big data era, foster international research collaboration on sustainable development and ensure the success of Future Earth. Our vision is one of a future Earth where human habitats are safe, resilient and sustainable and where there is universal access to affordable, reliable and sustainable energy.
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